13TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
THEME: HOSPITALITY, WELCOMING GOD; WELCOMING CHRIST IN THE
NEEDY
TEXT: MATT 10:37-42

STORY: Fr Greg Friedman, OFM of the Franciscan order told a beautiful story of visiting a poor
man’s home in New Mexico as a seminarian on a parish census tour on a hot, dusty summer
afternoon. He recalled an encounter with an elderly parishioner whom he went to visit. The elderly
gentleman who couldn’t speak English explained in Spanish through an interpreter that he wants
to offer the seminarian Greg a glass of water as a sign of welcome. And he added, ‘I am very sorry
that I cannot offer anything else’.

Such rich act of hospitality remains deep in the recipient forever as it has in Fr Greg for over 40
years.

As we come to celebrate Sunday mass this weekend during this summer time of rest, relaxations
and travels, Jesus reminds us of the important Christian virtue of hospitality as one of the concrete
ways of welcoming God in the needy and being his true disciple.

St. Mathew’s Gospel (10:37-42) offers us a trio of the hard sayings of Jesus to his disciples one
after another in quick succession:

1) Whoever loves father or mother, son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
2) Whoever does not take up his/her cross and follow after me is not worthy of me.
3) Whoever finds his/her life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

If you were among the disciples who heard Jesus, I am sure by now you will scream, enough!

In that passage, one could hardly have time to ponder on the implications of these statements. St.
Mathew simply wants the shock-value/wave to hit home (like a big touch down in a Super bowl
game!). Then Jesus continues in the implications of his demands to his disciples,

» Putting love of parents and children second.
» Following Jesus on the way of the cross, that is, giving up one’s life for the sake of Jesus.

What then are we to make of this tough language of discipleship? In 1937, a Lutheran cleric-
Dietrich Bonhoeffer- wrote a spiritual masterpiece on the demands of discipleship with a German
title Naschfolgend- which literarily translates ‘Following’ or the art of following. Later English
translations of the book had the title as The Cost of Discipleship. To be a true disciple of Jesus, we
need to die to self for Christ to live in us (Gal.2:20, Phil. 3:10-11).

But Jesus immediately comes up with simple acts of love: Welcome a prophet, a righteous person,
a little one with acts of hospitality and compassion. Jesus reminds us to be careful lest we think
that hospitality is anything but simple.



When we carry through on real hospitality, real compassion, it means readjusting our priorities.
When we put Christ first in the person of the other who is in need, we are committing ourselves to
losing our lives for the sake of Christ, and walking with Him on the way of the cross, the way of
sacrificial love (Jn 15:13, Matt 16:24-26). This one decision in our journey of faith changes
everything.

We may have our individual reasons why we shy away from true hospitality to those in need and
people who are stranded: insecurity, complex modern society, disguised frauds, etc. Above these
human fears, Jesus invites us to faith in him and commitment of being his true disciples in acts of
hospitality.

The Shunemite woman who welcomed prophet Elisha (2Kgs 4:8-16) is a shining example for us.
She welcomed the prophet, gave her food and housing and won God’s favor of a baby boy for
Prophet Elisha told her, ‘This time next year, you will be fondling a baby son’. In Gen 18, Abraham
welcomed 3 men who were actually Angels of God and God blessed her wife Sarah with the gift
of Isaac as a reward of the hospitality he showed the 3 men.

St. Paul similarly invites us to think of ourselves as dead to sin which includes insensitivity to the
needy and alive for God in Jesus Christ. The gift of new life which God offers us is that of opening
our heart to welcome all those we meet. In Rom 15:7 St. Paul continues, ‘welcome one another
therefore as God has welcomed you in Christ’.

Jesus tells us that in the last judgment we will hear: when I was homeless you opened your door,
now enter into the home of my Father (Matt 25:35).

As we begin this new parish mission here in St. Martin of Tours Bethpage, we pray that following
the examples of St. Vincent de Paul our founder, we may encounter Christ through your lively
witness of faith as we renew in the name of Jesus Christ the sacrifice of redemption, setting before
you the paschal banquet, and leading you in pastoral charity, nourishing you by God’s word and
strengthening you with the sacraments. As true sons of St. Vincent, we will strive to serve you here
in the parish in: humility, simplicity, gentleness, compassion and great zeal for souls. I invite you
all to welcome this new chapter in the history of this great parish with faith, hope, and courage!
Please open your doors for we will come calling at your invitation.

Let us pray that the love of Christ may overwhelm us as we show real hospitality, real compassion
as a way of being true disciples of Jesus Christ in our families, in this parish, and everywhere we
go. May we imitate the virtues of Our Lady of Perpetual Help who is always our mother and
example of faith. Jesus tells her on the cross, “Woman behold your son; son behold your mother.
And St. John took Mary to his house’ (Jn 19:25-27). Let us take Jesus and our Lady to our house
and our heart, Amen!

Peace be with you. Do have a beautiful Sunday. God bless you all.



